[Concomitant association of radiotherapy and chemotherapy in inflammatory breast cancer. Initial results of phase II trial].
Between 01/1986 and 12/1987, 15 patients displaying inflammatory breast carcinoma, were included in a phase II trial. The aim of the treatment was to increase the local response by the potentiation of radiotherapy by concomitant chemotherapy (continuous infusion 5 FU, vindésine, Cyclophosphamide). This treatment consisted of four series of radiotherapy: 18 Gy/10 fractions/12 days spaced by a 2-week rest period between series, to a total dose of 72 GY to the breast tumor. Chemotherapy was undertaken over the first 5 days of radiotherapy in each series. Two patients had metastatic disease (bone-liver). Seven patients had not responded to an initial standard chemotherapy treatment. Six patients were initially treated with the concomitant association. The treatment was very well tolerated by all 15 patients. Inflammation disappeared in all patients within 6 weeks after the beginning of the association. A tumor decrease was observed in all patients, complete in 60%. All 7 patients who had failed initial chemotherapy recurred 8 to 19 months after the association, despite a good response; 3 died of disease and 4 were in local or metastatic evolution on last follow up. The 6 patients treated initially with the association Radiotherapy/Chemotherapy were all alive with a 27 months median follow up (24-40). 2/6 mastectomies were performed: one for breast recurrence and one for persistent residual mass. In this latter patient histologic examination showed no residual active tumor. 4/6 patients have their breast preserved without sequelae. High local response rates were observed with the concomitant combination of radiotherapy and chemotherapy, specially when administered as initial treatment.